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My Opinion – 3 Reasons Why Banning Anchored Putters Will Create 

More Problems Than It Will Solve 
By Jim Grundberg – Co-Owner/CEO – SeeMore Putter Company 

 
(Franklin, TN – FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE) The CEO of the 
SeeMore Putter Company recently posted an opinion on the SeeMore blog 
page regarding his take on the long/anchored putter debate. Here are his 
thoughts. He welcomes your input! 
 
1. The first important reason that banning anchored putters will create 

more problems than it will solve is that it wasn’t a hot issue until the 
USGA and R&A got involved.   

a. Most golfers are relatively indifferent to this issue. Even on tour. They see long and 
belly putters as just another option for putting.  No big deal.   

b. Many golfers have used belly or long putters for quite some time, for a variety of 
reasons.  Some for physical reasons.  It allows them to practice longer. 

c. Some long putter users have put in thousands of hours on the greens and courses over 
the years.  It is simply how they putt.  It’s never been an issue. 

d. There is a small group of people on the other side (some in very prominent positions) 
that seem to think that using a long putter looks funny, or is not pure golf, or should 
have never been allowed, or is somehow making the game too easy. If that were true, 
then wouldn’t everyone be using them?  

e. The debate ultimately comes down to a few people who now want to turn the clock 
back and believe that the anchored putter is “against” the original spirit of the game 
vs. those who will need to re-learn in some instances the most important part of the 
game.  They have been in the game for generations.  It is too late to turn back now. 

f. If anchored putters are banned, the winners really don’t gain much, but the losers 
stand to have victories and reputations tarnished, enjoyment lost, and faith in the 
game and its ruling bodies gone forever.  
And even worse, many will have their 
learning curves set back years (see Carl 
Pettersson, and the many PGA teaching 
pros and USGA club level golfers with the 
same situation).  Of course it will be easy 
for the majority of golfers and PGA 
members to say they favor a ban, because a 
ban does not directly affect them (they do 
not use long putters.)  But would these 
golfers want to give up their fat putter 
grips, or their graphite shafts, or their 
custom fit oversize drivers of all shapes 
and sizes, if others voted them out?  
 

2. Second is that the very act of banning anchored putting will cast a dark shadow on one of the 
greatest 2 year stretches in the history of the PGA Tour. 

a. Keegan Bradley, Bill Haas, Matt Kuchar, Webb Simpson, and Ernie Els all happened 
to win great victories using anchored putters in the past 2 years.  This may be nothing 
more than coincidence.  It may be another 25 years until a Major is won again with 
an anchored putter.  I don’t think anyone believes that they made the big putts at the 
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end and won these events because they had long putters.  Yet banishment puts an 
asterisk on their accomplishments. 

b. Other players on tours of all levels have earned PGA Tour cards, won club 
championships, and simply enjoyed the game more, while using a long putter. These 
are good people and respectful golfers.  Now they will be forced to defend their 
accomplishments.   

c. Even if the R&A and/or USGA had some sort of evidence that the long putter has 
made putting somehow “easier” by a few percent for some golfers, why is that an 
issue?  Putting greens themselves are faster and more undulated than ever before, and 
far more difficult than in the old days.  New balls, better shafts, oversize grips, larger 
heads – all of these constantly improving innovations have all made the game 
somewhat easier (more enjoyable), in trying to keep up with golf courses that are far 
more difficult.  

d. Even for those who believe (and I know many who agree with this) that the tour 
should have its own tighter control on equipment, in essence a bifurcation of the 
rules, in my opinion the long putter is not the place to start. It does not impact the 
competitive balance of the game. And it should stay in the game at all levels. 
 

3. The third reason is that a lot of other people, who haven’t necessarily won Majors with a long 
putter, still get hurt by this decision if it goes against the long putter.  And who really wins?   

a. A small company like SeeMore, doing 15% of business in long putters the last few 
years prior to the USGA bringing the market to a halt, stands to lose all of that 
revenue, which impacts our ability to hire more American workers.   

b. SeeMore has earned an outstanding reputation for great customer service by trying to 
understand and then meet consumers unmet needs.  We only do putters.  And when 
thousands of golfers tell us that they want a better long putter, a better belly putter, 
and a better standard length putter, and a better way to be fit for these putters, and a 
better way to learn putting (through our SPi-SeeMore Putter Institute) we have 
invested in every way possible.  Now we will be punished as well. 

c. Lastly a ban on anchored putters now makes a lot of other people look bad. For 
example many teaching club golf professionals and club fitters as well as 
representatives of the world's finest golf retailers have actively promoted and fit their 
customers into long putters over the last few years. It just looks bad to the golfing 
public. And that's not fair either. 

 
So where does this leave us?  Are we gaining or losing in this pending decision?  You know my 
thoughts now.  How do you feel?  I hope I have helped to at least introduce some new ideas to the 
discussion.  That is my view! 
 
Jim Grundberg 
Co-Owner, SeeMore Putter Co. 
615-394-6473 cell 
615-435-8015 office 
Jim@SeeMore.com 
 
SeeMore Putter Institute 
SeeMore has launched the SeeMore Putting system to golfers 
in the form of introducing the SeeMore Putter Institute (SPi), 
where golfers and instructors will be able to come together in 
person and online to share these fundamental ideas about how 
to improve putting performance.  In a short span of eight months over 170 global instructors are 
utilizing SPi to generate more lessons, more revenue and more game improvement! 
 
SPi is a learning system based on the simple fundamentals of finding the proper grip, alignment, 
stance, and posture.  This allows for a natural, free, and simple putting stroke on each and every 
putt.  It is based on the technology built into the SeeMore putter itself, and on the refined 
teachings of SeeMore Global Ambassador Pat O’Brien – putting instructor to Zach Johnson, and 
many other top PGA Tour and developing players.  O’Brien has been teaching the SeeMore 
System around the world for more than 12 years, ever since he watched his good friend, the late 



Payne Stewart benefit from the SeeMore putting system to win 1999 US Open and lead the tour 
in putting statistics that year.   
 
 
Becoming SPi Certified will help golf teachers formulate a complete teaching plan to help their 
existing students and recruit new students to become great putters using the SeeMore system that 
has won 2 Major Championships and set numerous putting records on the PGA Tour.  It is a 
complete game plan, which will give any golf instructor a new level of confidence in the proper 
teaching and fitting involved in putting instruction. Becoming certified to teach the system 
initially consists of online training, but also includes personal coaching.  
  
RST Technology 
SeeMore’s patented RST, known by a visible gun sight on the top line, allows the golfer to set up 
the putter perfectly each and every time in relation to the intended target line. This is 
accomplished by lining up the black bottom portion of the shaft between two white lines and 
covering a signature red dot on the heel of the top line.  The process is like locking radar onto a 
target.  The two parallel white sight lines frame the shaft and serve as an indicator that the golfer 
is in perfect position to make a consistent and reliable stroke. 
 
SeeMore Facts 
SeeMore originally became recognized when Payne Stewart won the 1999 U.S. Open playing a 
SeeMore putter in the greatest final round putting performance in US Open History.  The brand 
was re-launched in 2007, and immediately regained worldwide prominence as Zach Johnson 
used a SeeMore FGP to win the 2007 Masters. SeeMore’s website at www.seemore.com and 
http://www.seemoreputtersblog.com has many new features about SeeMore’s remarkable legacy, 
technology, and tour success. SeeMore putters are custom made in Franklin, TN.   
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